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Water qup[et ona Leqf

Safely nestled
Like a crystal ball
On a baize smface,

It gleams, invitingly.

Sun[igftt catches its smface
And it winks back at me
As }f to say:

-

o

“Stmfy me closer
or a little while
nd you won'’t

Be ﬁsrya_pointezi P

~Paul Holmes, UK~
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qupfet
7A Ho Chu Fai, Geoffrey

7A Class Poem

TATA

Never be lazy, never be late

cherish our precious age

we are always in the fighting state
the sun we'll see after the rainy day

get out gf the shade and stand on the ﬁigﬁest Jofain

7A TA

Time to be tougﬁ, time to be brave
s

we are on our way

time to accelerate

ane suffocated
we all 60 steeplechase
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7A Cﬁeung Ka Wai, Gary

Dear editor,

I am writing to express my opinion on the debatable issue
concerning whether or not Hongkongers should purchase insurance.
In the view of many citizens’ eyes, 6uying insurance is stgreotﬂpecf
as a waste qf money. However, it is (jjﬂammount imyormnce
to join an insurance scheme since it brings an array of benefits.

It is not incomprehensible that many people in Hong
Kong think the insurance company is a vampire sucking their
money dry since there are no tangible and visible benefits being
seen in short-term. Prompt benefits are expected by Hongkongers.

However, fjfe is un])recficmﬁfg and unforeseea[i[g. Buying insurance
is a way to secure our future. There are many types gf insurances, such as
medical insurance and traveling insurance. The gqovernment distributed
medical vouchers to the elderly last year so as to alleviate their financial
burden since many of them developed chronic diseases. Medical insurance
canyrovicfe moneyfor us when there is an emergency. For examﬁ[e, yf
we need to do a surgica[ operation, our medical treatment cost can be
subsidized by the insurance. Health problems are of the utmost issues we
are concerned in our lives. If we don't care ourselves, who else will care?

There is afa[facy which should be rectl'fiec[ since many
citizens may think it is not worthwhile to {pencf on insurance as
the money tﬁey pay cannot snowball as the stock market does.

Nonetheless, 6uying insurances is not on[y ﬁemficiuf
to our health care_po[icy, but also to ourf)ocket. There is a
form of insurance that can help you to save money. This form
of insurance can be used as a way to deposit your money and
gain interest. Money can be saved and snowballed in this way.
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Buying insurances can alleviate our urgent zfjﬂ"icu[ties, }arovic{e
money for us and subsidize us on medication. Yet, will it be a f[aw[ess one?

Government _p[ays an important role to _petfect the insurance system
so as to strike a balance between the citizens and insurance company.

Re_qu[ations should be made ﬁy the government so as to eliminate
anyfmmf liy the insurance company. Either stringent or stiffer
laws should 6e_promu[gatec{ to daunt the i[[e_qa[ insurance treaties.

Instead of standing away from this issue, the government
ought to act as a mediator between citizens and companies in
order to attract people to join the insurance scheme. Subsidies or
loans can also be provided by the government in order to assist

the people who have difficulties in purchasing the insurance.

“A fittle neg[ect may breed a great miscﬁit_:f.” Insurance is
]mrcﬁasez{ to jaeg[ect our [_ife and _provit{e an all-rounded protection _for our
u@re:[ictabfe future and ourselves. Even a sin_qfe mistake can be fata[.

Yours faitﬁfu[[y,-

Chris Wong .
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7A Yuen Yat Ki, Claudia

Dear Editor,

I am a reqular reader of your column. I am writing to alert Hong Kong
citizens to the importance of buying insurance. Whether we should buy insurances
has [on_q been a question in ﬁecyp[es’ mind. Whenever we SJaeak g( insurance, what
immediately springs to mind is the money paid for the insurance company once
a month, twelve times a year. However, many}w(ya[e negfect the real meaning
gfﬁuyin_q insurance. Infuct,ﬁurchasing insurance is essential, inevitable and
unquestionable.

First am{foremost, }mrcﬁasing insurance ensures ourfami[ies afuture.
Accidents are unpredictable and they are definitely out of our expectations.
From time to time, ]aeqpﬁ: have accidents ﬂfuring travel, for exam}a[e, the tragic
Philippines kidnapping incident last year and the car accidents in Japan which
killed twoyegﬂ[e during Christmas. In these situation, travel insurances are o
vital importance. Insurance companies will bear the cost and pay for the medical
treatments of the victims and their families.

Some people argue that money paid by the insurance company can’t
rgp[ace the  person who was injun’t{ or killed. Granted, money can’t rgpface anyone,
however, it could ensure tﬁefami[ies a staﬁ[efumre yftﬁey have lost afami[y
member who is the only working member at home.

Ajaartfrom ensuring yourfami[y member a smﬁ[efuture, }mrcﬁasing
insurance can also reduce the financial 6ur¢[enfor you and yourfami[y.
Accort[ing to a survey done 6y the Hong Kong University, manypeoy[e
are suffering from different sorts of diseases or other health problems when
they are old. And they need to spend a vast amount gf money to consult
a doctor or do surgeries. It is not surprising 1f one needs to pay a million
Jof[arsfor a surgery. If medical insurance isyurcﬁaset[, most g[ the medical
expenses will be paid by the insurance company. This would t[gfinite[y
reduce the financial burden of the patients as well as tﬁeirfami[y members.

Most im}aortant[y, ]mrcﬁasing insurances can reduce social ﬁroﬁfems in
Hong Kong. Tragedies often happen. People who srfﬂ[er from physical illnesses
as well as financial burden are frustrated with their lives. Patients will resort to
suicide 1f tﬁey face too many adversities. y‘ most ]Jeqpﬁ: ﬁuy insurance, money }mid
by the insurance company is aﬁeﬁnite[y a helping hand for them and a hope for
8
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these ﬁe[pess and anxious patients or s»ﬁerers.

In order to encourage yeqpﬁ: to yurcﬁase insurance, the government has a
vital role to ffay. Something should be done by the government and actions should
be taken yromytfy.

The government should step uyﬁuﬁ[im’ty 50 as to enﬁance}:eqpfes’

attention to the importance of buying insurance. Designing related [eaf[ets,

roducing insurance-related TV programmes and promoting through advertisement
are all within the m]mlii[ity gf the government.

The government should educateyeqp[e on how to choose suitable
insurances. It has been noticed that many yeqp[e do not know which insurances
are suimﬁ[efor them and they may know nothing about insurance. The
government can set up counters in ofjﬁerznt community centers and hotlines to
assist citizens who need such iyjormation.

Last but not least, the government can hold talks or seminars in tertiary
education institutes such as universities or community co[feges. These students are
going to gmzfuute and it is the best time for them to yurcﬁase an insurance and

tﬁey can qﬁonf Euying insurance _1f tﬁey geta joﬁ.

Insurances are of paramount importance to us. It is a ﬁeﬁ;ing hand when
yeqp[e urefacing adversities or illnesses. Insurances can ensure you and your
fami[ies a stable future. Don'’t hesitate and take action now.

e’ N

. Yours fait@fu
£

Chris Wong

.-




Wai Kiu College The English Journal 2011
7A Lo Wing Tung, Venus

Dear Editor,

The development of genetic engineering has been rapid in recent
decades. This tecﬁno[ogy is not onfy cyoy[ied in scientjfic research, but
is also used in contro[[ing humans’ gﬁ[s]n'ing. The news that Mr. Lee, a
rich businessman's son. Mr. Lee has produced three sons with the help of
a surrogate mother and advanced technology is shocking. The news has
become the hottest issue in the society and many people share different
_perspectives towards this issue.

Personaf[y, I strong[y believe that it is unscngpu[ous to gmy[oy
genetic engineering in contro[[ing our next generations. Ori_qina[[y, genetic
engineering is aimed at helping people with inborn disabilities and
enhancing the lifespan of people. The basic principle is to improve human
[jfe. Nevertheless, the tecﬁnofogy has been wivfe[y used in other areas. 1 do
not think that the pioneers who developed this technology have ever thought
of the destructiveness of this invention to us.

Socia[fy, the a}gpfication gf genetic engineering in cfecivfing the sex or
other characteristics of babies is inhuman. It is contradictory to the principle
of nature. The Chinese put efforts in gaining a balance between human and
nature. Everyone is an individual. Why can those selfish_parents determine
the sex and the intelligence of their offspring simply due to their preference
without asking their opinions? How can they project their desire on their

gﬁ[s}aring and make a great cﬁan_qes in their ﬁa[}ies’future?

Moreover, yf the method gf genetic engineering is Eeing misused,
the drawbacks will be excejgtiona[[y adverse. For examjo[e, if}mn:nts
can decide the sex qf their babies , this may lead to imbalance qfsex
ratio. This may affect our population which may generate a series of
consequences. For instance, it may be more vfjﬁ[icu[t to fint[ mates. Besides,
there may be sexual discrimination. The society may become disordered.

10
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Some people may arque that if the intelligence of their next
generations can be controlled, this may bring benefits to our society. There
is no doubt that it brings our society more talents and increases the society’s
competitiveness. However, it will not be beneficial in the long run. The
imbalance of sex ratio may affect the labour force. In addition, the method
of genetic engineering in controlling the genes of offspring requires a high
cost. This means that only those wealthy people can afford the fee. If they
control their offspring’s intelligence, the gap between the rich and the poor
will become larger and larger. The rich may not give a helping hand to help
others. Then, the unity of our society may be damaged. This slows down
the growth of our economy.

Imagine, if all our offsprings shared a similar intelligence,
_personality, appearance and other characteristics, how would our society
be? Variations are needed in nature. People change in their lives. 1f all the

eople think in the same way, then new ideas can’t be made. People will
look like the toys in toy shops, having the same outlook, the same body size
and the same functions. Then, no one is distinctive and there will be no role
models for others. People may compete for the same kind of food and the
same type of mate. The competition will be larger. As a result, the harmony
of our society will be destroyed.

As mentioned above, 1 see no advantages to have genetic engineering

in deciding our offspring’s sex and appearance.

Yours fait

C
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7A Ho Chu Fai, Geoffrey

Dear Editor,

Concerning the application of genetic engineering to help people
decide the gender of their babies and even take a further step to decide
the intgf[igence and other characteristics qf their gffsyring, I am writing
to express my supportive attitude towards such magnificent medical

ﬁreuktﬁmugﬁ which 5rings Jgfenty gf acfmnmges.

Genem[[y gpmking, the pressure on land capacity would be farge[y
mitigatecf tﬁrougﬁ the introduction oftﬁe])rogmmme. In Hong Kong,
flat [and is severely inadequate for the local government to carry out
further horizontal development. There is only vertical development which
could barely accommodate the rapidly increasing population. But once
the programme is wicfefy put into_practice, the ﬁasty ])qpu[ation growtﬁ
could be put under control which means the reduction of the demand for
accommodation. Hence, part cf the burden on the government’s shoulders

could eventua[[y be reduced.

Not on[y is the _programme governmmm[[y acfvanmgeous, but it
is domestically beneficial as well. The programme could first eradicate the
unnecessary financial burden brought on by a baby of unwanted sex. There
is no need for the parents to pay more and more expenditure and attention
to their babies. Assuming a famify on[y desires a male ﬁaﬁy, the tﬁenyoeutic

programme could help them and thus the family could spend their time
and money so[e[y on the sing[e child to Ering him up. As_for the child, he
can enjoy having the full attention of his parents. This does no harm to the
growth of a child.

Apart from the financia[ aspect, ﬁm/ing a desired Eaby could kegp
the family in harmony. Not only a handful of large families keep their
traditional concept of having a male baby to inherit their surnames. If
mgfortunate[y the Baﬁy isa _qir[, that gir[ would be more [ike[y be alienated
by her parents or relatives. It is a horrible isolation as well as terrible
discrimination, which is 5eyom{ imagination. Thus ﬁaving wanted babies

12
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could ﬁe_[p make the fami[y harmonious and avoid the existence qf those
situations.

All in all', this splendid and breathtaking breakthrough in the
medical field makes me dumbfounded and 1 do certainly look forward to
further research and other breakthroughs in the future so as to lead the
whole society perform better.

Yours faithfully,

Chris Wong

13
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7A Wong Po Ying, G[m{ys

Dear senior students,

I am writing on ﬁeﬁa.[f gf the conservation club to introduce the “Be
an Orgam’c Farmer” scheme to you.

This scheme is organized by a well-known environmentalist group
which is called Green Peace. It aims to encourage senior students to protect
our deteriorating mother planet. Organic farming helps reduce a large
amount of pollutants to the environment and practise a sustainable system
that helps improve the man-land relationship. The profit of selling the
agricu[tum[ ﬁroducts will be donated to charities. Tﬁergfore, it is wicfe[y
_promoted on an international scale.

Students who take part in the scheme will take on the duties of being
organic farmers. They are to be divided into several groups. Each group
is regponsiﬁfe to a piece of 4m’ farmfam{, to grow vegetabfes like caﬁﬁage,
without _pssticiv[es, weedicides or chemical ftzrtifizers. First[y, _participants
will be taugﬁt all skills and meansfor organicfarming,for exum])[e,
sowing seeds, _p[ou_qﬁing, maintenance and ﬁarvesting. Thus, you do not
have to worry about how you can do farming. Stzcom{[y, the _participants
are required to visit the farmland twice a month _for maintenance and
irrigation. The daily duties will be done by the local farmer so that the
stucfy qf the _participants will not be disturbed. Fina[fy, the _participants
will visit the farmland in the harvest season to taste their fruit. Their
_products will be sold in the market while part of them can be reserved by
the participants to share with their friends and families.

In this _program, you can learn the sim}ofest way gf farming which

is the most environmenta[[y friend[y. Pesticides, weedicides and chemical
fertilizers contain numerous toxic substances which are harmful to all living
organisms, egpecia[[y we human 5ein_qs. It can result in waterﬁoffution,
fooc{ _poisoning and even death. In order to avoid these hazards, organic
arming uses the natural predators as pesticides and the animal excretes as
ferti[izgrs instead gf chemicals. After joining the _program, you will realize

14
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that the advanced method for ymduction may not Ering us a harmonious
[jfe but a worrisome one. You will dgfinite[y discover the Eeauty qf
sim_pficity.

Apart from this, you will be given certificates, which are beneficial
to your future stuc[y and career, ufter joining this _program. This kind (_)f
international certificate is recognized by popular institutions all over the
world, such as the Cumﬁridge University and the Warsaw University.
Tﬁergfore, it is worth participating in this program.

Lastfy, you can furtﬁer cfeve[oy your [guc[ersﬁ}'p and communication
skills via the cooperation with your teammates. Participants have a vast
number of decisions made of their own volition so they can enhance their
_persuasive skills, which are essential in both ofai[y fjfe and future career.

It is a_precious oy_portunityfor a[quyou to experience such a
meunin@fu[ and womfer:fu[ way gf furming. Please fee[ free to come and
join us. For details, you can contact Chris Wong in 7A.

Yours Fuit@fu[fy,

Chris Wong
Secretury i

15
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7A Leung Ka Chun

Dear ]uc{y,

I was shocked when 1 got the message that you are pregnant. You
told me you regret Joing the wrong tﬁing. You imfu[_qeof in the romantic
moment with your ﬁoyfriem{, and une)_cpecm{@ a 5a6y was “gmntevf” to

you.

In your letter, you told me how sorry you were and you're now
facing a dilemma. You do not have any ideas what you should do next.
Your parents deem that you’»f better marry Geqﬁ[rey, give up your stm{y
and prepare to be a mother 6ringing up your 5uﬁy. But, what you want to
do is to carry on your school life]

I understand that you are yuzz[ec[ and comfusevf. ]ucfy, you afways
insist on c{oin_q the tﬁings you like. As a ﬁosomfriem[gfyours, I think
you'd better listen to different opinions and compromise later on with your

fami[y and your Boyfrienvf, Gegﬁ"rey. I suggest you 6ring up and nurture
your baby.

Being the gir_ffriemf g” Gegﬁrey, you may have great pressure as
Geoffrey is the most charming boy in our school and has many fans and
supporters. However, Ge(ﬁrey may not be a caring Boyfrit:m{ g( yours. He
always dates with junior form schoolmates and this often makes you heart
broken. This becomes a reason why you started to doubt whether you love
him. ]uvfy, be strong! What Getﬂrey did does not mean that he neg[ects
you. True, he is facing many aﬁﬁea[s from the bonnie girfs. Now, you are
having his child. 1t is high time you told him to be a responsible partner.
When a man becomes a fatﬁer, his Jaersonufity may cﬁange a lot or this is a
chance for him to change and care about you more. I think Geoffrey can do
it! Trust him!

For your dilemma, it seems knotty to redress and tackle. You need
to respect your parents’ perspective while your viewpoint is vfownrigﬁt
af_tﬁ[ergnt. I know you are an inteffigent girﬁ You did syencf a lot qf time

16
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and put much effort in preparing the arduous public examinations. If the
others ask you or urge you to halt your school life and study, it seems to be
impossible.

What you would like to emphasize is to respect your parents which
is an integral part of “Filial Piety”. Yet, your parents’ idea may not suit
you or may not be your priority choice. But we'd better learn to listen. In
your case, it is easy to break your relationship with your family. Your mum
did not blame you for having a baby at such a young age. She tried to
respect your individualism. You need to judge and choose between giving up
school and staying at home, preparing to be a good mother in the future.
What I can advise you is that you may self-study at home before giving
birth to a baby. Yow'd better stop school for a short period of time. I believe
that this may satisfy both parties.

Judy, you've done it wrong once. So, you ought to learn from your
mistakes. Think twice before you take any action. Always remember, you
need to respect and resonate with your parents. Yet, no matter what you
choose, 1 will always support you.

Love, -

Chris Wong

.

w
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7A Chu Ho Yan, ]ucfy

A Dream or a Nightmare?

Marrying their lover is most yeqp[g’s dream. However, more and
more_people get divorced and some people suggest that we should return to
the traditional system where parents quided their children in their choice of
a_partner. Yet I do not think that modern-style marriage is the reason for
the ﬁigﬁ divorce rate. On the contrary, the traditional system would be a
nightmare to the couples.

First of all, tmditiona[-sty[e marriage is not an gﬁective and
efficient method to reduce the divorce rate but instead increases it. In
ancient times, Jgeo}f)fe would get married even }f tﬁey did not love each other.
I strongly believe that a marriage without love will not be long-lasting as
the marriage is not decided by themselves but their parents. The bondage
between them is not _q[uscf with their love but on[y a contract. As a result,
their relationship becomes a kind of responsibility. When they feel tired
about his kind qf marriage, tﬁey will get divorced. Tﬁergfore, the traditional
system will eventually increase the divorce rate.

Actua[fy, the low divorce rate in tﬁt:}mst is not because gftﬁe
traditional marriage system. The main reason for this phenomenon is the
traditional value. In the past, ﬁeqpfe used to think that getting divorced
with their spouses was a kind gf shame. Tﬁerefore, tﬁey avoided getting
divorced a[tﬁou_qﬁ tﬁey did not love each other. So, the low divorce rate in
the past was not the result of traditional marriage system.

Instead, the traditional system becomes an obstacle for Jgeqpfe to
acquire critical thinking. Since parents will quide their children in their
choice gf - partner under the traditional system, the whole f_ife (j the children
will ﬁeﬁ[anned 6y others. In this way, children will lose their critical
thinking as they are just following the road constructed by their parents.
They will only rely on their parents but cannot make their own decisions.

18
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In fuct, moofern-sty[e marriage has its own az[vanta_qes. Under the
modern style system, most cases of marriage are built on the foundation o
love but not other complicated considerations, so the couples will have less
burden and lead a more simple and joyful life. They are also able to have a
harmonious and peaceful family as their family is full of love and care.

Besides, their (_)ﬁ[syring can grow up with love and become healthier.
The most optimistic way to bring up a child is let their lives be full of their
_parents’ love. As these couples get married because of love, they will also love
their offspring. Nevertheless, the offspring under the traditional marriage
system may find life imperfect if their parents do not really love each other.
The children may think that their parents give birth to them is not because
of love but only responsibility. Therefore, the offspring under the modern-
style marriage will be happier than those under the traditional system.

To conclude, the traditional marriage system is only a nightmare
to the couples and even their next generation. Hence, traditional system
is not an effective and practical method to reduce the divorce rate. On the
contrary, modern style marriage system provides freedom for the couple, so
1 strongly oppose that we should return to the traditional system.

-

i,
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7A Ng Wing Ki, ]osse[yn

Should Euthanasia be Legalized for the Sake of the Incurable Sufferers?

In recent decades, euthanasia has s]mrﬁeaf a controversy g[oﬁa[[y due to the
fact that many incurable patients can no longer withstand the indefinite therapy
with such a great pain. Besides, tﬁey are scared when tﬁey are [gft alone in the
hospitals to breathe the antiseptic smell all day. Can you imagine that you lie on
the bed and cannot move for a long period of time in the hospital where no one
will care about you except your family members? This kind of pain and loneliness
cannot be wgaeriencerf ]mjounc[[y unless you are one g( them. Tﬁerefore, I strong[y
agree with legalizing euthanasia_for the sake of incurable patients so that the
can relieve their distress peacefully and will not burden their families with heavy

hospital service charges.

First[y, patients who are s%eringfrom incurable diseases have the
individual [iberty to choose life or death as they have their human rights.
The reason why many patients decide to turn to death is that they have lost
their dignity since they need to liec on beds and cannot look after themselves
independently. They may feel that they are parasites and burdens to their familics.
Tﬁergfore, tﬁey want to end their lives earlier to ease the pressure gf their fami[ies.
In some extreme cases, patients are unable to gpeak or areyam[yzeti The on[y
thing that they can do is blinking their eyes to express their own viewpoints.
Morvreover, as tﬁey cannot move freefy, their fami[y members need to wipe their
bodies to keep them clean so as to prevent infections or allergies. It is humiliating
to the patients that their whole bodies are viewed by their families or nurses. To
be optimistic, emfing their own lives wi[[ing[y may be a ﬁﬁ:asure for them as it is
the sole way to get rid of the pain. Euthanasia may be a final choice for them to
escape from their present misery.

Secont{[y, imﬁ[emenmtion gf euthanasia may reduce the cost and resources
to cure termina[[y'if[}mtients. Since the wards are limited in ﬁogpim[s, other
_patients cannot use the facility when they are in nm{y‘ many terminally-ill
_patients occupy the wards for hopeless treatment. Maximising the use (_)f wards
is tﬁeyammount tﬁing to do 59‘01’3 ﬁea[ing the incumﬁ[eyatients. Besides, the
number of nurses working in hospitals is deteriorating due to the fear of SARS
in 2003 and other contagious diseases. Hence, there arefew nurses ﬁamffing
many patients, who are under great pressure to ﬁeﬁa the neecfy simu[mneous[y. It
burdens the workload of nurses and doctors. Moreover, with the advanced medical
20
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technology, many new medicines which may cure the chronic diseases emit a
high price. Not many families can afford to pay such a price. In other words, the
invention of the new medicines cannot benefit the sufferers. The medicines can only
be taken by the sufferers as long as the price is low. The hospital service charges
are also sky high, so many sufferers’ families endure a living that pay money
to hospitals for the cure of the sufferers. It seems that euthanasia may ease the
economic burden of sufferers’ families although the families have to face the pain
of losing a family member.

Finally, it is impossible for all sufferers to get well from incurable diseases.
It is a kind of miracle when the incurable patient recovers from the diseases. Many
_people may say “If you think you can get over it, then you can. It depends on the
determination and the willpower.” However, this may not be true for all people.
Your tears will drip sorely and your heart will be torn apart when you see your
beloved trying to say something, but the words just dance on their lips and cannot
be pronounced. You will blame yourself for doing nothing to help him or her. You
will eventually get tired when you always go to the hospitals and home back and
forth. Hence, euthanasia may end the pain and sorrow of both cureless patients
and their families.

To conclude, the government should legalize euthanasia _for the sake of
cureless patients to relieve their pain and ease the burden of their families. It acts
on the premise that patients, families and doctors have reached a consensus with
a lot of information and explanations for a long period before terminating the
patients’ lives. Tt fact, Netherlands is the first country to permit euthanasia which
was impleme er certain conditions on 10th April 2001. Thus, we can learn

_from Net w best to legalize euthanasia.
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6A Chan Cheuk Hei

The Powerful Protest

Recentfy, an eigﬁt-year-o[d ﬁoy, who took part in the anti-ﬁut[get
_protest, was symyezf with pepper foam ﬁy the ﬁoﬁce. The mother qf the boy
condemned the ]aofice in the way tﬁey did to control the  protestors. However,
the police said that they were forced to use the minimum level of force due to
the violent actions of protestors. Some people think that the protestors should
voice their opinions in a ]Jeacgfu[ way while some think that it is a must to
be aggressive in protests. I think protestors must launch demonstrations in a

]Jeacg'u[ way because qf the foffowing reasoms.

To ﬁegin with, the actions done by tﬁelarotestors may qffect
]Jeo])fe’s safety. Nowarfays, in many cases in Hong Kong, we can see many
demonstrations turn out to [ieyﬁysicu[ co;gfficts. Atmcking tﬁeyo[ice,
damaging public facilities and throwing stones at the government buildings
can easily be seen in Hong Kong. These kinds gfactions may adversely
affect people’s safety in Hong Kong and cause unnecessary injuries. There
is no doubt that some qf the protestors areyeacgfu[ and do not want
_protests to become coqfficts. However, other _protestors do not think in this
manner. Actions like pushing police and climbing on barriers are seen on
TV frequent[y. In other countries, violent coqfficts qften ﬁujﬂ};en. If the
_protestors ket_:p on using violent actions, the _protests will come into the
cmgf[icts like other countries'. Tﬁergfore, _protestors should be Jﬂeacgfu[ in
order to protect people’s safety.

In addition to the safety c_)fHongkongers, the gﬁectivmess of
launching protests should also be considered. The aim qf launching a
demonstration is to voice _protestors’ opinions. However, with the }aﬁysica[
co;gffict, tﬁey cannot express their view gﬁective[y. These violent actions can
only worsen the situation rather than solve the problems. Take the 1st July
demonstration as an example. There were many people who went to the
street to express their view against Mr. Tung Chee-hwa, the former Cﬁief
Executive. The march was }Jeucgfu[ with no unnecessary injury. Finu[[y,
_protestors achieved their goal and Mr. Tung stepped down. It is easy to
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understand that the more _peacgfu[ the  protest, the more yower_’fu[ the effect.

Apart from the drawbacks of violence used in protests, some people
arque that the government does nothing to follow up the public opinions
voiced. However, it takes time for the government to meet the people’s needs.
People need to wait patiently to see the changes done by the government.
Moreover, it can be a }aro[i[em gf inm{equate _puﬁ[ic pressure. Therefore,
people should group together and launch large-scale protests to voice

opinions in a Jaeucgfu[ way.

To conclude, the most powerful protest is the most peaceful one since
violence cannot solve Joroﬁfems but on[y worsen them instead. Tﬁer_efore, I
think protests should be moderate and peaceful so that public views can be
expressed effectively.
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Valuable Memories

For those who had been to Lee Tung Street, also known as the famous
Wedding Card Street, you migﬁt have  purchased }n’oo{ucts fike wedding invitations,
lai see or fai chun. But in the year of 2008, the Hong Kong government and the
Urban Renewal Authority carried out a_project to demolish Lee Tung Street in
order to_favour future development in Wan Chai. Some people thought that the
reconstruction on Lee Tung Street could solve the problem of traffic congestion in
that area. However, some tﬁougﬁt it was a Jaity since Lee Tung Street was one g‘
the more significant parts of Hong Kong'’s history. Thus restoring the historical
buildings and backstreets have both benefits and drawbacks to Hong Kong society.

To Eegin with, preserving historical [iui[o{ings and backstreets means
_protecting the collective memories g[ H(mgkongers. Collective memories represent
scenes, _pﬁotogrqpﬁs, music, places and signyfimnt oﬁjects that carry the common
recollections of a group of people. They are also known as historical affairs
or ﬁzrita_qe genem[[y accumulated from time to time. However, some (yftﬁese
important memories of Hongkongers disappeared since some historical buildings
and backstreets were destroyed because of modernization by the government.
Demolishing Wedding Card Street and tearing down the Queen’s Pier are typical
examples of destroyed historical buildings and backstreets that account for the loss
g( Hongkongers’ collective memories. Tﬁerg‘ore, some conservationists tﬁougﬁt that
the preservation of these historic properties should be done to protect the collective
memories of Hongkongers.

Another ﬁenefit g‘ restoring ﬁistoricyrqperties, in addition to the
_protection of collective memories, is to enhance tourism in Hong Kong. Needless
to say, Hong Kong tourism is o{ec[im'ng nowaafays since most Hong Kong tours,
especially those for mainlanders, encourage tourists to go sﬁgajaing and ﬁring the
tourists to_jewellery stores and food stores to buy costly food or expensive stuff of
dﬁerent kinds. Despite Hong Kong's reputation for sﬁtya]fing, tourists come here
not only for that, but also for visiting ]Jfaces that represent the ﬁistory gf Hong
Kong. In fact, preserving and restoring historic properties can increase the number
g( ﬁerimge sites in Hong Kong. These historical 5ui[¢[ings and backstreets, which
ﬁective[y display the old Hong Kong, will attract more tourists to visit. There is
little difficulty in understanding why conservations of historic properties enhance
the development g‘ tourism in Hong Kong.
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Aﬁartfrom the m{vanmges (yf}oreserving historical ﬁuiﬁ{inﬂs and
backstreets, there are some f[aws towards the modernization g‘ Hong Kong.

Tﬁefirst drawback is that protecting historic properties hinders the
modernization chon_q Kong. As we all know Hong Kong is a developed city.
Hi_qﬁ level of modernization is needed to show that Hong Kong is an international,
we[ﬁxfeve@aet{ and modernized city. Moreover, the reasons for modernization are
not on[y its international status, but also the necessity of renewing the old sites. As
a result, most g( the old areas such as Wan Chai, Sﬁeun_q Wan, Chai Wan do have
the same problems like mﬁ‘ic congestion. Most backstreets are narrow and most
old 6ui[¢[ings lack open space and iry(rastructure. Tﬁerg‘ore, reconstruction g‘ old
sites is needed in order to raise Hongkongers’ living standard in these areas.

Another drawback, a[ong with ﬁim{ering the modernization g(Hong
Kong is that, _preserving historical 6ui[¢[ings and backstreets costs a [arge amount
gf cajaita[ Nowac[uys, inac[equate investment is put into other cfjﬁerent social
aspects such as education, medical care, sports and social we[fare, etc. This leads
to complaints made by people from t[ﬁerent walks g( @[e, about the inswﬁcient
input of ﬁmcfings to maintain the social developments, especially in social weﬁ(are.
For instance, some members g‘ the Legis[ative Council com}a[ain that there is on[y
a small amount g‘ Old Age Allowance for the elderlies, which is a ]Jerfect example
g‘ inaaﬂ:quate investment from the government to society. However, conservin_q
historic _properties demands a furge amount (_)f money. In other words, this action
may slow down other sorts of cﬁ:veﬁyments, inc[m{in_q those that migﬁt be more
urgent.

il

To

espite the disadvantages of restoring and preserving the
historica d backstreets, I still think that the action gf conserving
historic_prop valuable and should be done immediately. When historical
sites_are destroyed, they losesthei fhistorical value. I believe it is ﬁigﬁ time we
es.

25



Wai Kiu College The English Journal 2011
6A Hui King Hei

Make a Wise Choice

Recentfy, due to the cﬁunges gf medium gf instruction imjgosa{ on
primary and seconofary schools ﬁy the Education Bureau, many parents
send their children to international schools rather than the government
schools to learn better Eng[isﬁ. From my perspective, this trend is an
epidemic.

Being an international [an_quage, Eng[isﬁjg[ays a signjficant role
all over the world and the decision to send children to international schools
seems reasonable. Yet, this yﬁenomenon actua[[y unveils lots gf negative
inf[uencg to the society, parents and students.

Let us first focus on the students who are seen by many as the
benefited ones. This group of students can gain long term exposure to
Eng[isﬁ, which cfirgct[y enhances their Eng[isﬁ level that will lead them to
a ﬁrigﬁter futurg, accorofing to a commentary from one gf the supporters.
However, is the fact as ideal as the said comment? The answer is cermin[y
not. While on the one hand, students are uygmcfing their En_q[isﬁ level,
which is deemed 5y many as a_priority, our mother tongue, Chinese, on
the other hand is 5ein_q ignorgvf, making the students lack interest in the
Chinese culture in the [ong-nm. Furthermore, students may not ac{qpt when
stm{ying in an international school since the teacﬁin_q pattern, students’
behaviour and so forth there are totally different compared with traditional
government schools, which may qﬁfect their [earning attitude or have a
negative effect on their Chinese cultural virtues.

Costfy as it seems, the scﬁoo[fee is surefy a burden for the _parents.
For government schools, the school fee is relatively lower and there will be
a suﬁsidy for those in need, which can relieve the financia[ pressure gf the
students’ families. But studying in an international school, one may need
to pay school fees which can be a double or even triple that of a government
school because some international schools are running in the form of a

company in which the fee Jﬂaicf 6_1/ the students is seen as a kind gf profit.
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This carries apparent implication that not all school fee is contributed
back to the students. In contrast, the government schools put the students
as the first priority in terms of funding and consider the progress of both
languages and put utmost effort in helping students to get satisfactory
academic results.

Fina[[y, for the society, as China booms suﬁstantia[fy in these years,
the status of the Chinese language on the international stage is getting more
important, whereas the yrgpondemnce (j international school students is
refutivefy downgmxfec[ With such a current situation, students may lose
their motivation in studying and possess a negative attitude to the future.
But for the students in government schools, as most (j them are ﬁi[ingua[,
their competitiveness may be enhanced.

In this ever-cﬁangin_q world, tﬁings cfjﬁer every moment. Parents
need not knit their brows when there are changes in the medium of
instruction. Instead, tﬁey should be more qpen-minda{ and try to accept the
new education system, which would ﬁengﬁt the students. When the parents
are fooking ar the rgform tﬁrougﬁ a new [igﬁt, tﬁey wifffimf that this
education mode is actua[fy mking a favomﬁ[e turn in Hong Kong. Hence,
the parents should not send their children to international schools to escape

from the cﬁanges. On the contrary, tﬁey should accept it instead since T
believe this would bring the students a more promising future.
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The Competition between Chinese and English in Education

The medium of instruction changed from English to Chinese a
decade ago. The Education Bureau claims that the aim of mother-tonque
teaching is to promote effective learning through a language that students
an:fami[iar with. Nevertheless, some _parents are c[issatiffievf with the
change and begin to send their children to international schools.

In fact, there are countless acfvantuges gf motﬁer-tongue teacﬁing.
In my opinion, parents in Hong Kong should take these into consideration
ﬁ_efore senofing children to international schools.

Firstfy, motﬁw-tongue teacﬁing Erings better uncferstam{ing to
students, and critical tﬁinking (jstuvfents can also be cultivated. Using
students’ mother tongue to learn, tﬁey will better understand what is
being taught. This helps to motivate Hong Kong students’ participation
in discussion during lessons since analyzing problems and expressing views
in Chinese are easier than in Engfisﬁ. As time goes [iy, critical tﬁinking of
students can be developed through the processes of analyzing problems and
expressing views in Chinese. Eventua[[y, the aﬁifity gf students to express
themselves would be enhanced. Tﬁerjore, using mother tongue is ﬁengficia[
to students’ learning.

Secomf[y, gmcfuates, who are ﬁifingua[ in Chinese and Eng[isﬁ, will
have the priority to get a better job. Since the present international status
gf China is on a dramatic increase, her irgffuence never faifs to be taken into
account 6y other countries. That is to say, the Chinese fanguage has become
more crucial in the world and is turning into one of the most important
international [anguages. Umfem'aﬁfy, motﬁer-tongue teacﬁing ﬁeﬁgs us to be

_proficient in Chinese while the scheme of employing Native English Teachers
Joroficient in Eng[isﬁ ﬁe_[ps students to improve in Engfisﬁ. As a result, lf
more students are 5i[in_quu[ in both Chinese and En_q[isﬁ, it will be easier for
them to find well-paying jobs and be more competitive in society.
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Some parents in Hong Kong may think that mother-tongue
teaching will only lower childven’s English standard, so they send their
children to international schools. Tﬁinking the situation in o{eytﬁ, you may
find that studying in government schools may not lower our English ability
as there are native English teachers in the school campus that students can
freely talk with in English. English Association in each school will organize
extra-curricular activities like “English Week” reqularly to help raise
students’ interest in English. In fact, there are several schemes implemented
to increase students’ English standard, so parents in Hong Kong do not need
to worry too much.

Yet, studying in an international school increases the financial
burden gfﬁarents, and even hinders children’s talents cultivation. The
education fee of international school is expensive, and would place a
financial burden on_parents without any government subsidy. Parents who
are less we[f-(_)ﬁ may not have the aﬁi[ity to qﬁonf the _fee. Other than that,
children’s talent cultivation will be hindered as less money can be invested
in extra-curricular activities, like learning music and dancing, so children
will become less versatile in skills.

We cannot deny that studying in government schools has numerous
advantages. In other words, studying in international schools brings more
harm than good. Being a smart parent, you have to think twice before you
send your children to an international school.
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Putonghua is Playing a Crucial Role in Hong Kong

As you all know, Putongﬁua of many Hong Kongers is not up to
standard. Even Mr. Donald Tsang, the Cﬁigf Executive (jHKSAR, was
advised that he has room for improvement in speaking Putonghua. This
indicates that enhancing Putonghua is tremendously paramount for Hong
Kong ﬁeOJg[e. In fact, ﬁeing _prgficient at Putongﬁua can Bring a goocf many
acfvanmges to Hong Kongers.

One of the advantages is that the competitiveness of Hong Kongers
will be boosted through the ability to speak Putonghua fluently. Putonghua
is now raising its international language status as the economy of the
Mainland is getting more and more prosperous. The significance is that the
economic velationship between Mainland and Hong Kong is closer than
ﬁ_efore. In addition, more and more Hong Kongers work in Mainland as the
economic situation in Mainland is better than Hong Kong. People have no
choice but to learn Putonghua if they want to get a well-paying job easily
in Mainland. For examy[e, jfyou am[yourfriem{ have the same aﬁifity
but your Puton_qﬁua is better than his, emﬁ[oyers will be more [ike[y to
em_pfoy you. Tﬁergfore, mastering Putongﬁuu well can ﬁe[p you increase
your competitiveness when you want to work in Mainland.

Many Hongkongers think that being proficient in English is
enougﬁ y:tﬁey work in Hong Kong. Nevertheless, I think tﬁeirﬁoint qf
view is inaccurate. First qf all, more and more Mainland }aeqp[e come to
Hong Kong to go shopping and so most employers will look for candidates
who can speak Putonghua fluently when they recruit new staff. Therefore,
Putonghua is extremely fundamental for the employees in Hong Kong as
well. Moreover, lots gf unafergmvfuates said that tﬁey lack experience and
have not enough competitiveness compared with other competitors. As a
result, tﬁey have no alternatives but to stuvfy Puton_qﬁua to compensate for
their disadvantages. This can help them to get a job in Hongkonyg.
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Last but not least, Putongﬁua can ﬁeﬁg Hon_qkongers increase their
sense of belonging as Chinese. Hong Kong has been a colony of England
_for many years. It explains why there are plenty of differences between the
Mainland and Hong Kong. The lanquage difference is a typical example.
It is essential to enhance the sense of belongings of Hongkongers. If Hong
Kong people can master Putonghua well, they can know more about their
country and also feel more recognized as Chinese.

To summarize, an oﬁvious])oint (_)f view is that, it is necessari
_for Hong Kong students to better equip themselves with Putonghua. In
spite of the fact that learning Putonghua might be difficult, mastering it
will not only help them increase their competitiveness when hunting for a
_joﬁ, but also nurture Hongkongers’ sense c_)f Ee[ongin_qs to China. It is gf
fundamental importance to learn Putonghua well since we are not supposed
to be indifferent to the advantages of learning Putonghua.

<«
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BOC CREDIT CARDS
MEMO

To: Em}a[oyegs gf BOC Credit Cards
From: Mr Cﬁang
Date 15th August 2010

Suﬁject: Activities ce[tzﬁmting Mid-Autumn Festival

Our company will be ce[eﬁmting Mid-Autumn Festival on 23rd
St_zptemﬁer. We have devised some activities to celebrate this festiva[

There argfour options. First, we can visit main[am{for two
days. There is a new theme park and we can play some interesting and
exciting rides. 1 think we can have a lot g‘ un there. Secom[[y, we can
hold a gathering at a café. There is a café which is very cozy in Causeway
Bay. The decoration of the café is beautiful and the view is spectacular as
you can see the amazing night view of Victoria Harbour. We can have a
barbecue and might even see the full moon. We can chat together and play
some games. Another qption isa sin_qin_q com_petition. We will invite some
celebrities to be quests. Fina[[y, we could sing karaoke. As I know, a lot gf
staff like singing. We can have a big singing party. We will have a lucky

draw as well.

Could youyfease let me know which activity you}argfer 5y 9th
August 2010? Should you have any questions, y[ease fee[free to contact me.
Thank you for your attention.

Mr. Cﬁang

32



Droplet
5A Tong Yin, Danice

Is it better to travel alone than to travel with friem[s?

Traveling provides us with one of the greatest opportunities to attain
unforgettable and invaluable experience, especially traveling alone. You can put aside
your work tem]wmri[y, relax and enjoy the ﬁo[it[uys without anyone t[isturﬁing
you. When somg}aeqp[e suggest tmve[ing with tﬁeirfriem{s or partners, others may
insist that they should go somewhere alone. Personally, I prefer to travel alone.

To start with, it is always leisurely and carefree to travel alone. When people
travel on their own, they always enjoy their trip more than traveling with friends. They
can change their itinerary whenever they want without the need of considering others’

feelings, which implies that they enjoy more freedom and liberty. In contrast, when
traveling with companions, people need to compromise with others about what to do next.
Pega[e have to relent because their partner is tived, ﬁungry or tﬁirsty. For instance, you
may feel disappointed if your friends want to sleep once they arrive at the destination while
you want to take photos with them immediately. In other words, it is uncomfortable and
inconvenient to travel with friends. So, traveling alone is better than traveling in groups.

Furthermore, individual travelers can learn how to take care gf themselves. !f

eople travel alone, they can enhance their organizational skills and problem-solving

skills. They will be more mature as they cannot depend on their parents. Besides, those

who travel alone often choose to stay at youth hostels and they have more opportunities

to get acquainted with someone coming from different countries. They can share their life
experiences. Therefore, traveling alone contributes to personal growth.

Besides, individual travelers can save more money during the trip. For example,
budget travelers can always choose cheap transportation to economize traffic fees. They
can even travel by bicycle. In contrast, traveling with friends, you may need to spend more

money because you have to follow their decisions. For example, if your friends choose to
have dinner at an wgaenswe restaurant, you will have to_pay more for your dinner. So,
there are move economic benefits if you travel alone than with friends.

t traveling alone may deprive the joy of sharing the joy with
others. Ther t that people need someone to share their delights and memories

with. However, Internet is a _qoodfrtemf when you travel on your own. Individual
can chat with their e-mail and MSN. They can still keep contact with
oes not mean you are isolated.

your trip alone has more benefits than traveling with
friends. It is more flexible and you definitely experience more. So, I bet you know what to
do when you ﬁfan your trip next time.
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Puggy Love

David fell in love with Amy the first day he saw her. Amy was a
beautiful girl who had long black hair and big brown eyes. David bravely
asked, “Amy, woufv[you like to go to the cinema with me on Sumfay?”
Amy was so su(prisevf and answered David, “I'd love to.” Actuaffy, Amy
loved David too. However, she did not have a chance to reveal her fee[ings
before, so she kept it in her heart. But now, she could express her love again.
Amy thought about her new style for that date. David felt so nervous
because he had never invited a girl on a date before. He felt so excited
waiting for Saturday to arrive.

On Satun[ay morning, Amy got up ear[y and went to a ﬁoutique
to buy new clothes. She picked two pieces of clothes and one handbag. After
that, she went to a salon and had a new hair cut. Aftﬁougﬁ it used up all
her _pocket money, she tﬁougﬁt it was worthwhile.

That evening, Amy put on make up and cfressedqp in the new
clothes. This was the first time she had worn make up. She didn’t look
pretty because she didn’t know how to put on make up, and her clothes
didn’t match her new hair cut. When Amy was going out, her mother
reminded her “Have a nice time, Amy! Don’t be home latel” Actua[fy
Amy’s mum was quite worried about Amy because she was with a boy.

David was waiting for Amy at the cinema. Yet, when he saw Amy
from a distance, he did not recognize her. Poor Amy kept waiting in vain

but it wam her to learn that David appreciated her inner beauty,
not her o .
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Travel B[og

Satunfuy, 18 ]u[y, 2009

School’s fina[fy over! I'm so ove1j0yec{ at my ﬁoficfay to London and
Paris. This is my first time travel overseas. 1 have joinecf a yackage tour. I'm
so excited]

After ﬁaving a delicious brunch, our tourist coach took us to Hong
Kong International Airport. Our plane took off at about 3p.m. (Hong
Kong Time). The flight was unbelievably long and boring. It took us 12
hours to get to London! Although it was a bad experience since I haven't
got anytﬁin_q to do, I could see the sun rise c{urin_q famfing. It’s crimson,
unlike any others I've seen.

Sunday, 19 July 2009

At the second T got off, 1 saw the azure sky! It was so strange since
the sky in Hong Kong was a[ways grey! I like it here so much cause the
air’s fresh! A lot of people were feeling sleepy. The reason was mainly jet
lag- a temporary physical condition caused by crossing time zones during

ffigﬁt. But I wasn’t as I was as[ee}f t[uring most (_)f the f[igﬁt.

The first thing we did was eating breakfast with bacon and fried
eqgs. Even tﬁougﬁ it was greasy, I think it is nice to try somgtﬁing new once
in a while. After ﬁrea@fast, a lot gf us were fuf[ to the brim. Next, we took a
ride on the tourist coach to get to the hotel. The tour'quide was showing us
London’s history during the ride.

We had a light lunch. After that, we went on a tour of Buckingham
Palace. It was huge with beautiful paintings in it. There were also lifelike
sculptures and some of the finest English and French furniture in the world.
I think the tour was a bit short, but it’s an eye-opener, especially watching
the sunset on the top floor of the palace.



Finaf[y, we got some time to rest while ricfing the Tube- London’s
um{ergmumf mi[way. Ourfinu[ tour qftﬁe c{uy tookjg[aa: at nigﬁt-
London Ghost walks. It was rea[fy §pooky and mysterious!

Monday, 20 July 2009

I had so little sleep yesterday because of the scary tour last night.
I'm gfac[ that it wasn’t reu[[y haunted] By the way, tocfay’s the last c[ay in
London for us. We'll ride to Paris tonight.

After ﬁrea@fast, we went on a syeecflioat tour gf London. Not on[y
was the tour tﬁri[[ing, I also got to get a look gf London’s great views! Also
the turquoise water was so clear that I saw schools of fisﬁ swimming around
us.

The lunch we had today was great! It's unlike the traditional
cuisine. It’s very healthy and full of carbohydrates! Perfect for the jogging
tour which was a nice experience for me, since we qot to do exercise while
visiting the London Eye, the House gf Parliament and the Big Ben Clock.
We took a ride on the tourist coach to our hotel that night. What I loved
most was seeing the sunset while I was on the London Eyel

Tuesday, 21 July, 2009

At mia{nigﬁt, all gf us got up and went on the tourist coach so that
we could get to Paris. During the ride, all of us slept (except the driver of
coursel) The tour guicfe was snoring [om{[y. It’s so funny! After six hours gf
sleeping, we finally got to Paris.

We went sﬁtya_ping o_tfter ﬁrea@fast! I 5ou_qﬁt a lot (_)f local ﬁam{icr{tfts
and souvenirs! After. _qmﬁﬁing lunch, we went to the E_iﬂ:e[ Tower to see the
stunning sunset and we had dinner in one gf the restaurants. at the top. A

foﬂt.m&t;: %Q{A-c;arfy sliggf%g were exhausted.

-

Wec[nesday,%m09 -
We went to see the replica of the Flame of Liberty. It was so life like

that it seemed to be a real torch. We visited the other n_ap[ims gf the Statue
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Droplet

(_)f Liﬁerty that qfternoon. It wasn’t _fun and T fe[t bored] Our whole L{uy
was wasted on these statues!

Tﬁursafay, 23 Iu[y, 2009
Today is the last day of the package tour. We all wanted to see the
sunrise from the Eiffel Tower before having breakfast in another restaurant
located there. Our last stop was Carnavalet Museum, which is dedicated to
the ﬁistory gf Paris. f}fter we had had (unch, we went to the airport and
flew back to Hong Kong.

Friday, 24 July, 2009
It was a[reacfy Spm when we arrived in Hong Kong. We said
farewe[f to each other and went our own way home.

I think this trip was a great experience. Not on[y was it an
adventure, it was also terry:ic. The tﬁing I loved best was the cozy seat gf

the ﬁ[ane. It’s so fﬁifﬁ/!

I ﬁqpe everyone likes my travel ﬁfog. This is my first time I have
written one so 1 ﬁqpe I did well. Leave some comments!
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26 Dec 11
Hi Joe,

How'’s everytﬁing? My Eng[isﬁ teacher has shown us a very
inspiring movie in class. T ﬁigﬁ[y recommend it to you.

Tﬁefi[m title is ‘Chicken Ala’. It is set in a_poor country in South
East Asia and it is a dramatic fi[m. The story is about ﬁunger.

The story begins with two teenage girls eating the fried chicken rice
cﬁee(fu[[y. Next, the _poor man gets the fgftovers fmm the fast foocf sﬁqp.
The poor man qoes home and gives the leftovers to some lovely children as
tﬁey fee[ very ﬁungry. Since tﬁey do not have enougﬁ fooc{ to eat every vfay,
they have to eat the leftovers from others. Yet, they feel happy and enjoy the

fooc{. Fina[fy, in a warm fami[y, the  poor man Erings the [gftavers home for
dinner. They enjoy their dinner and feel thankful for the food they havel
The music of the movie is full of sadness. 1t is absolutely touching. Besides,
the lyrics are exceptionally moving. When I listen to this film’s music, 1 feel
upset. The director is excellent. The film is extremely brilliant. 1 like this
film very much!

Don’t miss it It is well worth seeing! I highly recommend it because
this film is true to life. I will recommend it to all my friends. After I had
seen this fi[m, I learned to cherish food because there are so many jaeqpfe
who die from hunger every day. Therefore, we should treasure what we
have.

Hey! Are there many goor[ movies in the USA? Can you recommend
some to me? It's time to do my homework. Please ﬁeﬁa me say ‘Hi’ to your
_parents! Write back soon. Take care!

Best,

Chris
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4A Choi Ka Man

27 Oct 10
Hi Vincent,

How'’s gvgrytﬁing? Ijoinecf an international training camp in
Sﬁangﬁui for one week last month. T met a lot gf frient[s and learnt a lot gf
thin_qs. I would like to share my experiences with you.

At the camp, Iy[ayecf a lot qfsyorts such as badminton,
vo[fey[ia[f and basketball, etc. 1 love vo[feyﬁa[f the most because that
was so interesting to me! We held a volleyball competition at the
camp on the second day. That sport could cultivate our team spirit.
We played badminton very happily. You know what? Our team won!
This made me feel so excited! It upgraded my sportsmanship too.

In addition, T met a lot gf friemfs fmm c{}ﬁ[erent countries. Mary
and Peter became my best friends. Mary is a_pretty girl who comes from
USA. She was in the same team with me in the volleyball competition.
Also, she is very keen on_p[aying Vof[eyﬁa[f. Peter is afunny Eoy who
comes_from England too. I hope you can meet him one day. Peter is good
at};[aying table tennis. So, I asked him to teach me some skills about
Jﬂ[uyin_q table tennis. Now, I am a skif_ffu[ table tennis]ffayer too. Let’s
play it together next time. I think I am lucky to meet Mary and Peter
because they were very kind and they always made me smile very often.

Well, it’s time to get back to my studies. Say ‘Hi’ to your family.
Write back soon.

Bye for n”

C
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26 Dec 11
Hi Joe,

Oh, how I missed being with you during Christmas holiday
this year! Your spring break is coming soon. Have you made any plan?
Recently, 1 have watched a movie recently called “August Rush”. Although
it didw't get the Golden Globe Award 2010, it is an inspiring movie to me.

“August Rush” is a story about a gifted child who lives in an
orphanage. He believes that his parents are waiting for him and he goes to
New York to fimf them. In New York, Evan’s music g_ift leads him to success
but also gives him some troubles. A monger uses Evan to make profit and
_prevents him from success. Tﬁergfore, he runs into a church and }Jeqpfe
are surprised by his gift. The priest sends him to the best music school. It
changes his life forever. At the same time, the family gets together finally.

The most touching scene is when Evan is granted an opportunity
to play his music in the Central Park in_front of thousands of people. He
concentrates on_playing his rhapsody and he performs well. When 1 listen
to the music, 1 fee[ that 1 fim{ my [y:e’s passion again.

Don’t miss it] It is well worth seeing! I highly recommend it because
it's a reafistic_portmya[of [jfe. After I had seen tﬁisfi[m, I learnt that
we cannot lose our ﬁqpe in [jfe. Despite the fact that there are obstacles, it
a[ways gives us a surprise. It is c{egp[y inspiring, isn’t it?

Hey! Can you tell me more about the USA school ﬁfe? Iam a[ways
envious (_)f an amusing school fjfe. I must start my ﬁomeworkfor my
Eng[isﬁ class tomorrow. Please write soon and tell me all the news. T miss

you.

Take care,

Chris
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4C Mak Kwok Fung

5th Jan 11
Hi Joe,

Haven’t been in touch with you for quite a while. How’s everything?

Hey, our English teacher showed us an absolutely inspiring movie in class last
week. Tt’s called X-men, the genre gf which is fanmsy and science fiction. It’s suitable
for teenagers.

Do you know what the story of X-men is about? It is mainly about the war

between mutants and ordinary people. Some mutants want to kill all the common

_people out of hatred. Therefore, the common people fight against them. On the other

hand, some mutants don’t detest the ordinary person. Tﬁey want to stop other mutants

_from killing all the common persons. In the end, mutants and ordinary people can get

along with each other peacefully. The story conveys the message that we should five in
harmony even though there are different races of people.

By the way, my favourite character is Magneto, who can control all sorts of
magnets. The reason why others are afraid of him is that he gathers other mutants to
kill all the ordinary people. He's so dangerous that the common people want to catch
him. Tﬁougﬁ some mutants want to stop him, he never gives up his idea. When he
loses his ability, he stays in a park. He feels lonely and so he misses his best friend. I
like him because he learns from his mistakes. I also learn that there shouldn’t be hatred
in our society.

You know, after seeing the film, I learnt lots of things. We should try to get
into each other’s shoes so that we can understand each other better. In the same way,
we should respect and love our classmates. Besides, we should care about people who
lack love. .

I
you can g
§pectacu[ar an

ovie is tﬁorougﬁfy inspiring. When you watch it, T believe
re importantly, visual effects used in the movie are extremely

u won't feel bored.

¢ and let me know. Give my regasz to your

Jaare

Stay in touch!

Chris
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The film review of Kung Fu Panda

Kung Fu Panda, which was released in 2008, is an animation.
It was ﬁrozfuceo{ 5_14 Mark Obonre. This interesting movie is suitable for
everyﬁocfy.

The ﬁfot (_)f Kung Fu Panda is about a ﬁumﬁfing yanda named Po,
who is clumsy and overweight. Although he usually works in his father’s
noodles restaurant, he wants to achieve his dveam and becomes a kung fu
master. One cfay, master Sﬁjfu holds a kung fu tournament. Fortunate[y, Po
becomes the Dragon Warrior and protects the valley by z[gfeating Tai Lung.
I was trufy smyrisec{ when Po becomes the Dragon Warrior. Tai Lung, who
is one of the apprentices gf Sﬁg‘h ﬁgfore, has turned crqfty and greedy. Shifu

_promises to_train Po with the Furious Five every t{ay. After a few t/{ays,
Sﬁjfufim[s a way to cfgfeat Tai Lung with Po. Then one t/{ay, Tai Lung
wants to snatch the treasure. Po delays Tai Lung as long as possible with
a figﬁt to the death. In the end, Po becomes a true Kung Fu master and he
saves the valley.

My favorite character is Po. Even though he is a lazy and rapacious
Jgamfa, he is talented. For instance, Po’s kung fu is not ski@‘u[ enougﬁ to
defeat Tai Lung before. But he does not give up and practices every day.
Then he becomes a true Kung Fu master. The reason why I admire Po so
much is that Po is an optimistic panda.

I will recommend Kung Fu Panda to everybody. Its background
music is cﬁeet_‘fu[ and exhilarating. It is an educational film. We can learn
that we should not give up easily when we face a c{_iﬁicu[t situation. You
should not miss this movie.
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The film review of ‘Le Petit Nicolas’

‘Le Petit Nicolas’, which was released in 2009, is a comecfy.
Furthermore, it is directed Ey Laurent Tirard and is suitable for kids.

The }Jfot gf the movie is about Nicolas, who is the on[y ﬁoy in his
family with many cute but stu}aitzf friem{s at school. He is the main male
character in the film. At first he thinks that he will have a younger brother.
However, he does not want a new member to join his own fami[y. He thinks
his parents will ignore him and his friends tell him that having a brother
is not so gooc[ as others believe. Tﬁergforg, he is gxtreme[y upset. His friem{s
think gf a [ousy idea to finaf a kidnquoer to kicfna}a his younger brother. Yet,
since the fake kiafna}o_per wants Nicolas to pay him for the act, Nicolas and
his friends begin to earn some money. One of the ways is selling medicine
which makes you strony. Evmtuaf[y, tﬁey get enougﬁ money to kiafnu]) his
brother. Sucfvfen[y, one of Nicolas’s friemfs who has a brother appears and
tells Nicolas that having a brother is not such a bad idea. Then Nicolas
decides to cﬁange his mind and tells his parents what he wants. At the end,
his mother gives birth to a [ia[iy, but Nicolas is still upset because the 6a6y
turns out to be a _qir[. Fina[fy, Nicolas is ﬁqpﬁy for ﬁm/ing a new sister and
decides to make others happy when he grows up.

My favourite character is the stupid boy because he is extremely
ignorant and he is a foolish person. He always sleeps during the lesson just
like I did before. I have similar feelings with him. He thinks of a_password
to his club but forgets it just after one day. I think the actor playing him
has the best acting skill in that film.

I will recommend this movie to my best friencfs, because the fi[m
character is very much like us. Aftﬁougﬁ the fi[m setting is in e[tzmenmry
school, I think we are still as foo[isﬁ in ﬁi_qﬁ school as we were in e[emmmry
school.

I love tﬁisfi[m so much!

45



Wai Kiu College The English Journal 2011

When you can live forever,
what do you live for?




Drtyofet
3A Law Ka Ling

A Movie Review on Twilight

This movie is adapted from a renowned vampire love story Twilight.
The story is about a sevmteen-year-o[vf gir[, Isabella, who moves to a tiny
town, Forks, to live with her fatﬁer as her mother has just remarried. She
fimfs ﬁerse-[f drawn to a mysterious classmate, Edward Cullen, who is
revealed to be a 108-year-old vampire. But he is physically seventeen. They
soon fa[[ vfegpfy in love. With the arrival gf other vampires, Victoria and
Laurent put Bella’s life in danger. Edward and his family put their lives at
stake to save her.

After I had watched tﬁisfi[m, I went to ﬁuy the book Twi[igﬁt.
After rem{ing the book, 1 watched this fi[m again and again. This is rea[fy
a fanmstic fi[m. You will be envious (_)f Edward and Bella’s love, and you
can’t take your eyes off due to the stunning action scenes. You may also
wonder how much they love each other. How much can they do for each
other? Bella is a vulnerable teenage girl but everything changes as she meets
Edward. Edward has lived for over 108 years but he has never loved any
girl before. How can he fall in love with Bella so deeply? What will happen

between them?

I love this romantic, mysterious and brilliant movie. Certain[y you
will love this movie qfter you see it too! So, don’t wait! Go and ﬁuy a ticket
and enjoy 120 minutes gf romance and thrills!

i,
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A Movie Review on Twilight

Twilight is a movie adapted from a novel “Twilight”. This film’s
director is Catherine Hardwicke. The main actors and actresses are Kristen
Stewart (Bella Swan), Robert Pattinson (Edward Cullen) and Billy-Burke
(Charlie Swan), etc. It is a mixture of horror, romance and science fiction. The
duration is about 2 hours. I think this is the best movie I have seen in recent
years.

In this movie, seventeen-year-old Bella moves from sunny Phoenix,
Arizona to rainy Forks, Washington. In her new school, Bella makes some
friends but one mysterious classmate- Edward Cullen (Robert Pattinson) gets
Bella’s attention. In an accident, Edward uses some mysterious power to save
Bella. After that Bella asks him about the mysterious power. Edward tells Bella

he is a 108-year-old vampire although he is physically seventeen. Soon after
tﬁey fa[[ in love.

Unluckily, the evil vampires, Victoria, James and Laurent are attracted
to Bella too. They want to kill Bella_for her blood. Edward and his family
want to save Bella. Those evil vampires find Bella very easily. They pick a fight
with them. Finally, Edward kills the bad vampire, Jones and saves Bella. Yet,
Bella gets hurt. Luckily, it is not a serious injury for Bella. At the end of the
story, Edward goes to a school ball with Bella. I think this is the most romantic

art in this movie. You may also see the bad vampire, Victoria, who appears in
the ball. 1 think this is a hint to the next film in this series.

I like this story very much. It is because the director made this film
100% based on the novel. Everyone knows this story comes from the novel.
The best actor and actress are Robert Pattinson and Kristen Stewart. It is
because their love is very real and challenging. The story has been added some
mysterious elements. 1 think this is a brilliant movie of our time. This movie’s
plot is also unpredictable. T would recommend it to my friends. This movie is
so gripping and everyone will find it exciting. There is no doubt that everyone
should go and see it!
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A Movie Review on Twilight

The title of the film is Twilight. The director of the film is Catherine
Hardwicke. The actors and actresses are Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson, Bi[[y
Burke, Peter Facinelli, Elizabeth Reaser and Cam Gigam[et. This fi[m isa ftmmsy
romance fi[m. It takes place in a small town called Forks.

This film is about a seventeen-year-old girl named Isabella Swan who
moves to the small town g‘ Forks to live with her fatﬁer. Bella meets a mysterious
classmate, Edward Cullen. She later discovers that Edward is an immortal
vampire, but is ]Jﬁysica[[y seventeen. Tﬁey soon faf[ in love, but a rival vampire,
James wants to kill Bella. Edward and his fami[y, Alice, Charlise, Esme, Jasper,
Emmett and Rosalie, put their lives at stake to save her.

The yoﬂmya[ of love is rea[fy ﬁoweﬁu[ in this movie because Edward
can’t resist Bella ﬁimse[f He protects her and does not harm her because g( his
fove. That is what I learned from the fi[m.

I like the character g( Edward Cullen, who is ﬁ[ayed 5y Robert Pattinson.
He is an immortal vampire. He can run faster than a ﬂ:(yaamf and he has super
strengtﬁ like Superman. I think it’s awesome!

I dislike the character of James played by Cam Gigandet. He is the main
antagonist and wants to kill Bella. He is a very evil character.

I fike tﬁ; part where the Cullen fumify is playing baseball because they
are extreme[y _qooc{ }J[ayers and run very fast. Tﬁey made it an exciting game.
s

The (¢
makes th

ween a human and a vampire is the most attractive and
story because it’s unrealistic and imaginative.

I will recommend this film to my riends because tﬁey love vampires
i ve this fi[m as well as the whole series. T will

¢ origina[ novel version written 6y Stf_:pﬁenie
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My Trip to Hong Kong

I had a woncfa:fu[ trip to Hong Kong with myfami[y last week
because it was a ﬁofic[ay. We got there ﬁy _p[ane.

On tﬁe_first c{ay, we tmve[[eoffrom Sﬁangﬁai to Hong Kong and
arrived at 10 a.m. After un}mcﬁing our fuggage, we went sigﬁtseeing at
Tai O fishing village. We ate special Chinese snacks and dried seafood.
Tﬁey were so yummy. Then, we visited Ngong Ping 360. We took
the Ngong Ping 360 cable car to the Big Buddha. It was the biggest
Buddha statue in Asia. 1 had never seen such an amazing statue before.
I also tried the vegetarian dishes there. It was far more delicious than I
e)_cpectecf After that, we went sﬁ(yﬂﬁing in Mongkok and Tsim Sha Tsui.

On the second cfay, we went to Disney[amf. We tried exciting rides
and saw the cartoon characters. We took a lot of photos with Mickey
and Minnie. Then, we went to Causeway Bay and Stan[ey Market. We
bought lots of souvenirs there. Finally, we went to The Peak to admire the
spectacular night scenery. It was deeply unforgettable.

On the third day, we went to Sai Kung. We felt so relaxed in the
countrysicfg. We wentfisﬁing and ﬁiking. Furthermore, we ate a S]Jecia[
seafood (unch there. It was really tasty even though it was quite expensive.
Fina[fy, we went back to Sﬁan_qﬁai in the evening.

After the iy foumf that the most memorable tﬁing was the local
fooo{s in Hong Kong, for exumjo[e, dim sum, eqq tarts, curry fisﬁ balls and
yineqp])fe buns with butter. We liked the curry fisﬁ balls most because tﬁey

were moutﬁ-watering.

Hong Kong is a 6eautju[ city. I'll vfgfinitef_z/ visit it again]
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Let’s Go Green!

I have recently taken part in a_fun charity event-a_fashion show.
The aim was to raise funds for “Friends of the Earth” and raise awareness
of students on environmental protection. The fashion show was held from
2t05p.m. on 24th December, 2010, at the school hall. Over 700 students
joined the fashion show.

There were four activities, namefy, a costume c{esign competition, a
catwalk show, syeciaf ﬁigﬁfigﬁts 6y TVB stars and a second-hand fasﬁion
sale. Poyu[ar singers such as Am{y Lau, Eason Chan and MC Jin ]Jetformevf
in the fasﬁion show. I was so [ucky to be invited 6y my idol, Eason Chan,
to sing a song with him on the stage. 1 think their performance was

wonderful.

I think the fashion show was fun and amazing. Each student
sponsored the show by buying the admission ticket which costs $30.
Students raised $21,000 in total and the money was donated to “Friends gf
the Earth” for environmental protection.

Taking part in this fasﬁion show has made me realize that we need
to protect the environment. Doing vo[unmry work makes me fee[ goovf and
ﬁengfits societiy too. So, do what we can do. Let’s 4o GREEN!

e

.

v
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1A Rai Arian Kimlier[y

Acrostic Poem: Miss Choi

Miss Choi is my English Teacher
I really enjoy her lessons
Sﬁe is the kindest teacher 1 have ever known

Sﬁe ﬁeﬁas us with our _pro[i[ems

C e[e[imting this Teachers’ Week

Her - positive attitudes
.-

Oyening up io-ors that lead us to our dreams

T thiank fev-very much
%
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1A Lam Yin_q Ki
Acrostic Poem: Miss Kiki Choi

My Eng[isﬁ teacher is a[ways cﬁeerfu[
I appreciate her because she is ﬁeﬁgfu[
Sﬁe a[ways makes us fee[ womfe(fu[

Sunny and rainy, she will be with us

Kiki teaches us with her heart
Ifwe are naugﬁty, she will be angry
Kimf and patient is Miss Choi

Intergsting ways she uses to teach us

C ﬁetzt_’fu[ teacher, on[y you

Heﬁa our result to progress
Oﬁ, Miss Choil Thank You
If you aren’t the best, who is it

54

The English Journal 2011



qupfet
1C Cﬁeung Man Li, Mimi
Acrostic Poem: Ms Cheung

My favourite teacher is Ms Cﬁeung

Sﬁe is funny and nice

Curing and Eeaut_iﬁJ
Heﬁafu[ and cﬁeetfu[

E[egant and kind
U are so tall, Ms Cﬁeung

Now, I will say thanks to 1you
i

Goo:f teacher is you
<=

/6"'\
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2A Chan Pui Wai
Acrostic Poem: Miss Ng

Miss Ng is my Eng[isﬁ teacher
I like to learn in her lessons
Sﬁe loves her students without reasons

Smi[g is afways on ﬁerfacg

New knowfecfge can be learnt in this Joface

Girfs and ﬁoys love her so much
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2A I}f Kwun Yin
Acrostic Poem: THANKS

[ hie man who is funny and nice

He is a good teacher who makes me feel happy
Anything is fine in his lessons

Never gets angry but smiles all day

K eeps teaching us until we know everything

Say thanks to you, Mr Cﬁeng

/6"'\

Droplet
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Teachers Appreciation Poem

I am so smart

Because teachers teach me with their heart

Bgfore the test
We do not rest
Because we want to do our best

And all I want to say is thanks
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qup[et
3A Hau Wing Yan

A Biopoem: My. Shay

Mr. Sﬁay

Cutie, fatty, happy and funny

He is like our mother and fatﬁer
Lover of coke, chicken and fries

Who feefs unﬁa})}ay when there is no coke, sad when fast foozf sﬁoys have no
chicken to ﬁuy and o{esyaim{ when students are s[egpy or [azy

Who needs s[ee}), foocf and sweets

i
Who gives money, love and care to his beloved, you and me

f
Who would dream to have a lot g‘ money and a lot g‘ chicken

/‘ Teacher gf Wai Kiu Co[[ege

iden Shay

59



Wai Kiu College The English Journal 2011
3A Lam Ngoi Ting

Teachers Appreciation Poem

To Ms. Cﬁeung,
Happy, kind, resyonsiﬁ[e and cﬁemfu[
Teacher gf 3A class
Lover gf penguins, hermit crabs and our class
Who fsefs quic{ when she sees cockroaches, unﬁu])_py
When we do not hand in homework and when we
Are noisy

Who needs curry, money and love

Who wins over naugﬁty and noisy

students

Who gives worksheets, workbooks and tons qf

homework
Who would like to see 3A class improving year 6y year
Teacher gf Wai Kiu Cof[ege

Ms. Mam{y Cﬁeun_q
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3C Chan Hiu Naam

Acrostic Poem: Miss Kwan TY

Miss Kwan loves 3C
I love her and you can see
Sﬁe afwuys takes care gf me

So, I know she loves me

Kee}a studying science week by week

‘/\/ e won't forget what you teach

A great teacher here you are

]\’ ever give up here we are

.-...._-—‘"’B-

eacﬁh‘iss Kwan

EAH, I hope she will
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4A Siu Cheuk Yiu

Acrostic Poem: Mr. Ho Ka Lung

Mr. Ho'’s smiles are so sweet

Rememﬁer he tau_qﬁt me Chinese

He likes to talk with me in Putongﬁua and Cantonese

Our Chinese lesson used to be weak

Kee]) making progress every week
A[tﬁougﬁ he gives us lots (j: worksheets

Learnin_q, I know is all we need
U must remember and please believe
Notﬁin_q is imjaossiﬁfe, we can do it

Great teacher, 1 know he is
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4B Chow Wai Kin

Teachers Appreciation Poem

If you give me a test

I will do my best

Please teach me Eng[isﬁ

Cause 1 a[ways syeak Cﬁin_q[isﬁ

Your Engfisﬁ lessons are cﬁee;_’fuf

Your _personufity is wom{a_fﬁtf

You know how to cheer students up

And we know how to cheer you up
’~~

Mem‘:ﬁvﬁng
Cause u.arm’ng

I

iu forever

que yo

63



Wai Kiu College The English Journal 2011
4C Mak Kwok Fung

Acrostic Poem: Sebastian

Siu Siu is a teacher working in WKC
Every cfay, he teaches us ABC
Besicfes this, he is modest and gentle
At free time, he likes taking ﬁﬁotos
Stuvfious, generous and talented
Tru[y warm-hearted

Imfeecf, he is the best

A[ways encourages us to try our best

]\’ o matter how tired he is, he seldom takes a rest
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5A Chan Wing Ki

Acrostic Poem: Miss Liu

Moc{est teacher all students respect
Im])ressive lesson you can expect,
Sujaer[ative skills of teaching

Sur}m‘sing quizzes make lessons exciting

Lem{ing us on the road (_)f winning
mpassioned speeches are really enlightenin
gy 5P aclild g

Unﬁoum{ec{ enerqy encourages me to be hardworking

<

-
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5A Chan Hoi Tung, Lillian

Acrostic Poem: Ms. Chui Siu Ting

My favourite teacher is Siu Ting

Sﬁe is gmcgfu[ when she’s teacﬁing

Caring about a[[gf us
Ho])ing to _quic{e us with ﬁa}gpiness
U made me _fgef like I'm not the least

I love the way she sensib[y teaches us

Sﬁowing us how to reach the ngk
Ir}finite[y present when we are weak

Usin_q her passion to teach with tecﬁm'que

Ta[k to_qetﬁer and get u[ong
Imjgrove our studies and learn a prong
Never give up and to be strong

Guicfing us with the sense qf rigﬁt and wrong
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Droplet
5C Jimmy Wu

Acrostic Poem: Thank You Teacher

Teacﬁers never stop teacﬁing

Having no rest
Am{ tﬁey have to keejo us tﬁinking

N’ keep being the best

Kimf[y say thanks

You are the best

On[y you are ﬁrigﬁt

l ] never rest

-
Tﬁey never rest, being a quiding light

Everyone say’f-tﬁanks

[ of us should say thanks
Yyt
C uuse”:f to rest

ow can we not say t

Rea[fy say thanks
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Address
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2777 6289

Fax
2776 7727

Email
wkc@whkc.edu.hk



